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From: karen_y_duffy@vanguard.com

Sent: Monday, June 02, 2008 10:34 AM

To: jbuckheit@state.pa.us; IRRC; jrhoades@pasen.gov; musto@pasenate.com; jstairs@pahousegop.com;
jroebuck@pahouse.net; dmilne@pahousegop.com; crubley@pahousegop.com; eerickson@pasen.gov;
andydinniman@pasenate.com __ g

Subject: GCA = = 1 ~ ^

? n
I am writing to express my opposition to the GCAs. I am opposed because: §5 ̂  ' '

• Our local school district is currently preparing all students for success in college and mei^S|kplage. iT l
• Unlike a school district's own local proficiency assessment, GCAs do not offer the flexibiKy to meet tt

students who have different learning styles and do not permit assessment of students in nontraditfb^nal ways.
• The addition of the GCS battery reduces the number of instructional days and would impose an unreasonable load

of high-stakes testing on students who are already facing a burden of stressful standardized tests.
• The introduction of GCAs would result in a state-controlled curriculum that reduces a local school district's

ability to provide a curriculum based on community needs and desires.
• Students who have received offers of acceptance from colleges may not have the opportunity to attend if they fail

to pass a test.
• The current proposal could have significant economic impact on school districts operating under Act 1 fiscal

restraints and the required expenditures have no proof of effectiveness.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my concerns. Please keep all aspects of this issue and of all students at the
forefront of your decision.

Karen Y Duffy
Vanguard Compliance Dept, A39
xl6520 (internal)
610.669.6520
Karen_Y_Duffy@vanguard.com

NOTICE - This communication may contain an attorney-client communication and/or attorney work product and, as
such, is privileged and confidential. If you are not an intended recipient, then any review, printing, copying, or
distribution of any such information is prohibited.

CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT. The information contained in this e-mail message, including attachments, is the
confidential information of, and/or is the property of, Vanguard. The information is intended for use solely by the
individual or entity named in the message. If you are not an intended recipient or you received this in error, then any
review, printing, copying, or distribution of any such information is prohibited, and please notify the sender
immediately by reply e-mail and then delete this e-mail from your system.
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